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Would you agree that GPP actions are on the 
increase in CEE countries? 

In certain contexts I would say this is true. At the 
more strategic level, GPP actions are increasing 
in the region, which means that thanks to the 
EC’s help and stimulation policies, several GPP 
National Action Plans have been adopted, which 
include ambitious goals. On the other hand, these 
policies focus mostly on central governmental 
purchasing and have little influence on other 
procurers like municipalities. This is one of the 
reasons why we still rarely hear about GPP 
implementation in practice on a broad scale. 
However, we should highlight the fact that in the 
“greenest” older Member States, GPP started as a 

Greening procurement in CEE countries
voluntary activity and was successful as a typical 
bottom-up process with several successful green 
procurement procedures occurring first at the 
local level. Unfortunately, we still lack these in our 
region. In the CEE countries GPP began as a top-
down process inspired mainly by EU policies and 
still needs some time to reach local level. Central 
governments can and should provide as much 
support as possible. 

In times of economic crisis, what are the most 
convincing arguments for GPP? 

The current crisis together with a growing 
understanding of environmental impacts in 
recent decades demonstrates that we should 
be very careful with our resources. Resource 
efficiency is becoming a key guiding principle 
and GPP is one of its priorities. 

Saving energy, using renewables, fostering reuse 
and recycling, avoiding harmful chemicals, etc., 
are all factors that can help us in this process. Life-
cycle costing could show us how to save money 
and resources in the long term. GPP as a whole 
could provide a sizeable impetus to the green 
economy, thus also helping economic recovery. 

Could you describe some of the short and 
long-term challenges for GPP? 

Putting the National Action Plans into practice, I 
see this as quite a big challenge in CEE countries, 
particularly in the short-term. If these plans stay in 
the drawer GPP won’t get the stimulus needed to 
reach local level and large scale implementation. 
A push is needed to generate good practice to 
help GPP become a general standard in the 
long run. In this regard, communication and 
training play a key role. All stakeholders should 
be involved in the process as early as possible; 
suppliers and industry players are also crucial. It’s 
important to identify win-win situations - which 
are definitely possible if we think in terms of 
green technologies.

Interview with Péter 
Szuppinger, Regional 
Environmental Center for 
Central and Eastern Europe 
(REC) 

Zoom in on… Green  
procurement in Sweden

A series of one-day events covering 
a range of topics relevant to GPP 
will take place in Swedish cities 
during the rest of the year. Topics 
covered will include legal issues 
in procurement, monitoring, 
life-cycle costing, social 
responsibility, as well as specific 
sectors (construction, food, etc.). 

The events are aimed at 
procurement officers, politicians 
and environmental advisors.

More information... (in Swedish)

Poland’s presidency of the EU Council is a good 
opportunity to focus on Central and Eastern 
European countries (CEE) – many of which are 
taking strides towards greener procurement. The 
majority of CEE Member States have adopted 
National Action Plans for GPP – with others in 
the process of adoption. Poland has published 
guidelines for green events during the presiden-
cy, and is also developing a catalogue of good 
practices. 

The GPP News-Alert interview this month looks 
at the state of play in CEE countries, and the 
challenges that still exist. 

On September 12, a survey to 
evaluate the uptake of GPP in the 
27 EU Member States was launched 
by the European Commission. The 
Commission is using the survey to 
gather information about progress 
towards the EU’s GPP target of 50% 
of all public tendering procedures 
being green by 2010.

Is your organisation doing public 
procurement? Then take part 
in the survey today! The online 
questionnaire is available in 17 
languages and responses can be 
submitted until 7 October 2011. 

More information...

Zoom in on… Commission 
survey to monitor GPP uptake

http://www.msr.se/sv/Aktuellt/Skapa-en-hallbar-framtid-genom-krav-i-upphandlingen/
http://pl2011.eu/sites/default/files/users/shared/o_prezydencja/organizacja_spotkan_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/survey2011_en.htm
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Since 2001, the City of Rome has employed an 
incremental approach to designing its food 
and catering tenders for school meal services, 
to gradually make these more sustainable and 
innovative. 

Rome’s most recent school food tender (2007-
12) has achieved impressive results with 69% of 
all food served in schools now organic. Providing 
nutritional meals that are low in meat and are 

served on earthenware and other reusable materials (instead of plastic) has significantly 
contributed to lowering the environmental impact of the school meal service;  which 
delivers 144,000 meals daily through 550 school centres. 

Cutting out plastic alone has achieved savings of approximately 1,800 tonnes of waste 
over an annual school year. In addition, municipal dieticians carry out quality checks 
of the food on a daily basis to ensure that the terms of the contract are continuously 
respected. 

Download the GPP example here.

GPP examples

Zoom in on... Sustainable 
medical equipment

Lithuania’s central purchasing body introduces GPP

Sustainable food procurement for schools in Rome (Italy)

The Central Project Management Agency (CPMA) 
acts as the central purchasing body in Lithuania. The 
CPMA establishes electronic framework agreements 
via an online catalogue for a range of product groups, 
for example IT equipment and office supplies. The 
criteria it applies are based on a mix of the core and 
comprehensive EU GPP criteria. 

The system is now used by nearly 12% of all Lithuanian 
purchasing authorities, enabling cost and time savings, as well as addressing environmental 
concerns. There are over 60 different product specifications offered in the online catalogue 
and buyers can easily identify green products as they are specially marked. 

So far, the most popular green products are desktop computers and notebooks with the 
largest green product purchase to date being 1,000 notebook computers purchased by 
the Ministry of Education and Science.

Download the GPP example here.

Sign up to participate in the 
first Ad-hoc Working Group 
meeting for electric and electronic 
equipment used in the health care 
sector, taking place in Brussels on 
September 20. All stakeholders 
interested in developing EU GPP 
criteria for this sector are invited to 
participate. 

The Swedish Environmental 
Management Council is leading 
the work, in agreement with 
the European Commission’s DG 
Environment. 

More information...

GPP News-Alert is an initiative of the European Commission, Directorate-General Environment published on a monthly basis.
Editor: GPP Helpdesk | Email: gpp@biois.com
The articles published in the GPP News-Alert represent the personal views of the contributors and do not necessary reflect those of the 
European Commission, nor any person acting on its behalf.

To read more GPP examples, visit the GPP website.  Previous News Alerts are available here.

Zoom in on... New criteria for  
notebook computers

New EU Ecolabel criteria have 
been published for notebook 
computers and tablet personal 
computers. The criteria address 14 
aspects of the product life-cycle, 
including energy performance and 
hazardous substances.

Ecolabel criteria may be applied 
when tendering, as long as the 
product is not required to actually 
have the label, the criteria relate to 
the product itself and alternative 
means of proving compliance are 
also accepted.

More information...

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/pdf/news_alert/Issue14_Case_Study34_Rome_food.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/pdf/news_alert/Issue14_Case_Study33_Lithuania_CPMA.pdf
http://www.msr.se/en/green_procurement/criteria/Ongoing-criteria-work/Medical-devices/
mailto:gpp%40biois.com?subject=
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/case_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/alert_en.htm
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2011:148:0005:0012:EN:PDF

